




UNITY of
Greater 
New Orleans

GIFT
$2 million  

OBJECTIVE
Repair housing units for
homeless and special
needs victims of
Hurricane Katrina in
greater New Orleans.

UNITY of Greater New Orleans is a non-profit organi-

zation that provides housing and support services to

prevent homelessness in the greater New Orleans

area. Many housing units throughout the city and neighbor-

ing Jefferson Parish were damaged by the storm, leaving

homeless individuals without shelter. The housing need 

for the homeless and for persons with special needs has

continued to increase since the hurricane. With the Qatar

Katrina Fund grant, UNITY will help fill the housing void in

New Orleans by repairing eleven homeless housing facilities

that provide shelter for over 800 residents. 

RESULTS

• Funded repairs to 11 homeless facilities in
greater New Orleans.

• Reopened 3 housing facilities — including
“Liberty House” — that provide a safe and
accessible shelter for homeless individuals. 

• 6 housing facilities expected to be completed 
by the end of 2007.

“I have three children and we've been homeless since 
June 2007. I found the Liberty House — they changed my
life completely. Liberty House has shown me how to be
independent and achieve my goals in life.”  

- Laverne Duplessis, 
resident of National Council of Negro Women of 

Greater New Orleans-Liberty House

“I was the very first client of Liberty House. As soon as I
arrived, I was welcomed with open arms. The program here
has given me faith. I know now that I can achieve any goal
as long as I believe.”   

- Audrey Felder, 
resident of National Council of Negro Women of 

Greater New Orleans-Liberty House.
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$2 million disbursed

Residents of the renovated
National Council of Negro
Women of Greater New
Orleans-Liberty House shelter. 
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Letters of Thanks

The Embassy of Qatar in Washington, D.C. received thousands of letters of thanks from
Americans who were touched by the Qatar Katrina Fund. More letters arrive every day.



States — to support the defense of the region. Days after
September 11, 2001, U.S. forces at the Al Udeid air base in
Qatar launched air operations against the Al Qaeda terrorist
network in Afghanistan. Qatar remains the principal air oper-
ations center for U.S. forces in the Middle East.  

Qatar has made an extraordinary national commitment to
quality education. Since 2001, some of America's most
prestigious universities have established branch campuses
in Qatar, at which they offer degree programs identical to
those offered in the United States. These include the Weill
Cornell Medical College, Carnegie Mellon University, Texas
A&M University, Virginia Commonwealth University and
Georgetown University. The students at these universities
are drawn from Qatar and throughout the world. The pres-
ence of these universities has brought a culturally rich and
diverse expatriate community to Qatar, and closer ties to
the United States.

THE STATE OF QATAR is a peninsula on the western
edge of the Arabian Gulf, about the size of Connecticut.
Qatar has the largest proven natural gas reserves in

the Middle East and the second largest in the world — 
estimated at 900 trillion cubic feet, or the equivalent of
about 162 billion barrels of oil. In partnership with many
American companies and others, Qatar has successfully
developed these resources, as well as its oil reserves, to
become a key energy exporter and a fast-growing economy.
GDP growth of 7% was recorded in 2006.  

Under the leadership of the Amir, HH Sheikh Hamad Bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, Qatar has become a prominent voice for
progressive change in the region. A free press thrives in
Qatar. Professional opportunities for women are growing,
and women now comprise over 26% of the national work-
force in positions that include senior government officials,
physicians, university professors, and police. Two-thirds of
the students at Qatar University are women, and the
Government has actively supported women's participation
in political affairs. Qatari citizens voted overwhelmingly on
April 29, 2003 to adopt a new Constitution which includes
broad guarantees of human rights and equality, including:
“All people are equal before the law. There shall be no dis-
crimination on account of sex, origin, language, or religion.”

Qatar and the United States have been very active defense
cooperation partners for many years. In the first Gulf War in
1991, U.S. and Canadian air units were based in Qatar, and
Qatar itself was an active member of the coalition assembled
to liberate Kuwait. On June 22, 1992, Qatar and the United
States signed a comprehensive Defense Cooperation
Agreement, and later established a military pre-positioning
storage facility in Qatar — the largest outside of the United

About Qatar
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Qatar Airways

Embassy of QatarEmbassy of Qatar
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